Poland is the largest of the East European
countries which joined the EU in May 2004.
Poland is comparable in size to Italy or Germany
(in USA larger than New Mexico) and with a
population of approximately 39 million (e.g. more
than California) it ranks among the most
influential and remarkable countries in central
Poland
democracy with a truly fascinating history, great

and Eastern Europe. is a stable

cultural heritage and several areas of outstanding

natural beauty.
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Wymowa- Pronunciation

Polish Alphabet

American . .
Letter English American English
A Example
Approximation
Aa ah as in father
A on (nasalized vowel) as in
a the French word bon
Bb b as in boy
Cc ts as in bats or as in notes
soft/palatalized (tongue
e ch against roof of mouth), as
in cheer (same
pronunciation as "ci")
Dd d as in dog
Ee eh as in met
(nasalized vowel) as in
the French word fin;
Ee en when "¢" is the final
letter of a word it tends
to be pronounced like "e"
Ff f as in fun
Gg g as in good
Hh kh as in the Scottish word

Polish Example

Ananas(pineapple)
sq (they are)

banan (banana)

noc (night)

robi¢ (to do)

dobry (good)
tekst (text)

jezyk (language)

fajka (pipe)
gora (mountain)

handel (commerce)
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J
KK
LI

Lt

Mm
Nn

Oo
06
Pp
Qq

Rr
Ss

S$

Tt

Uu

Vv
Ww

XX

Yy

Zz

ee

ni

00

sh

00

loch (same pronunciation
as lIChll)

asinsee
as in yes
as in kite
as in last

pronounced
approximately like the
English letter "w"

as in may
asinno

as in onion (same
pronunciation as "ni"")

as in no

as in cool (same
pronunciation as "u")

as in pan

only in foreign words, as
in status quo

as in room
as in sit

soft/palatalized (tongue
against roof of mouth), as
in sheet (same
pronunciation as "si")

as in tap

as in cool (same
pronunciation as "¢")

only in foreign words, as
in via

as in van

only in foreign words, as
in Pax Romana

as in whim

as in zoo

lis (fox)
jutro (tomorrow)
krélik (rabbit)

lampa (lamp)

maty (small), Zawka
(bench)

mapa (map)

noc (night)
kon (horse)
noga (leg)
6smy (eighth)

praca (work)

Quo vadis? (a novel by
Henryk Sienkiewicz)

rano (morning)

sobota (Saturday)

sroda (Wednesday)

tam (there)

ulica (street)

via, vice versa
wino (wine)
Pax Romana

syn (son), only yeti (in
polish)

zupa (soup)
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77

Letters

ch

ci

Ccz

dz

dzi

dz

dz

rz

Si

Sz

Zi

zh

zh

American
English
Approximation

kh

ch

ch
dz

zh

sh

sh

zh

soft/palatalized (tongue
against roof of mouth), as
in Indonesia (same
pronunciation as "zi")

hard/unpalatalized, as in
measure

Other Letter Combinations

American English Example

as in the Scottish word loch
(same pronunciation as "h")

soft/palatalized (tongue against
roof of mouth), as in cheer (same
pronunciation as "¢")

hard/unpalatalized, as in chair
as in pads

soft/palatalized, as in jeans (same
pronunciation as "dz")

soft/palatalized, as in jeans (same
pronunciation as "dzi")

hard/unpalatalized, as in jam
(mainly found in words of
foreign origin)

hard/unpalatalized, as in measure
(same pronunciation as "z");
note: on rare occasion the "r" and
""z" are pronounced separately
(marznag¢ - to freeze)

soft/palatalized (tongue against
roof of mouth), as in sheet (same
pronunciation as "$")

hard/unpalatalized, as in show

soft/palatalized (tongue against
roof of mouth), as in Indonesia
(same pronunciation as "Z")

pozno (late), Zzrebak

zycie (life)

Polish Example

chleb (bread)

ciato (body)

czas (time)

dzwon (bell)

dziecko (child)

dzwigk (sound)

dzem (jam)

morze (sea)

siedem (seven)

szynka (ham)

zielony (green)
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1. How to introduce yourself
Nazywam si¢ Will - My name’s WIill.
The simplest way to introduce yourself in Polish. Actually, hang on, there is an even
simpler one:

Jestem Will - I'm Will That'll do in most cases.

Mam na imie Will- My name is Will which exactly means: My first name is Will

Now, asking about somebody’s name is equally easy when there’s only one person whose name
you want to know:
Jak masz na imie? -What’s your name? |In this case, you'll get just this — their first name.

If you want their surname say

Jak masz na nazwisko?- ‘What’s your surname?
So the basic nouns here are:

imie — name (first name)
nazwisko — surname
There’s also another way of asking for someone’s name:

Jak sie nazywasz? -What'’s your name?
literally it means ‘what are you called?’ but the closest English equivalent would again be In a more formal

situation you’d expect the other person to tell you their first and second names in response to this question.
Now, it gets a bit trickier once you start asking about names in third person — so reffering to Aer, him or

them. You'll need the following pronouns:

on —he

ona - she

to—it

oni — they (all subjects are male or mixed)

one — they (female only)

English Polish
How are you? *AE OEa#1 AOU griakléc? e
Good morning $UEAd AT AOU
Good evening Dobry wieczér
Good night Dobranoc
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Hello, hi ! #UAGeg A

Hello/welcome Witaj

Good bye, see you Do widzenia, do zobaczenia

4EATE Ul O

91 O6 0OA xAl1 ADDROUSG

ol AAOA

)y 61 O OOU

So-so Tak sobie/ Jakotako/j OA AT E1
NOUNS

NO ARTICLES

There are no articles before nouns - if there is a zero article the noun has the same meaning as if

there was a/an before it. If there is "ten, ta, to" before the noun, it has a definite meaning.
noga = aleg
ta noga = the (this) leg
GENDER
There is a grammatical gender - three types: masculine, feminine and neuter. Every noun has its
gender which is mostly signified by its ending, but of course there are exceptions.
MASCULINE: (ends predominantly in a consonant)

cziowiek = human, person, man

syn =son
pies = dog
stot = table

samochdd = car
Krakow = Cracow
FEMININE: (ends predominantly in "a")
mama = mom
kobieta = woman
l'yrafa = giraffe
rodzina = family
ksia ka = book
Warszawa = Warsaw
wiosna = spring (the season of the year)
NEUTER: (ends predominantly in "o" or "e")
dziecko = child
miasto = town
morze = sea

Zakopane = Zakopane (a town in the mountains)
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There are exceptions - just to give a few examples:

Masculine Exceptions: kierowca (driver), myGiwy (hunter)

Feminine Exceptions: wieG(village), Bydgoszcz (a large Polish city)

Neuter Exceptions: centrum (centre)

JW WOLNYM CZASIE!J J inyour free time! J

The following diagram contains at least 13 Polish words, written horizontally, vertically
or diagonally, in any direction (so, words written from right to left or from bottom to top

are also possible). Can you find them all?

ONADGOB
KMOL AU A
OT OGKMT
ZWODAI P
AT AMTOL

Bat-whip, buk- beech tree,
dom:house, dom, glowa-
head, koza, mama mom,
nogaleg, wodawater,
onasshe, , tamto-that,
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